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6 THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

FORMAL DECLARATION WAS
YESTERDAY PRESENTED TO
AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER

Austria Failed to Concede to Italy
Her Demands For Territory Prin-
cipally In Province of Istria

FRONTIER FIGHTING BEGUN

German and Austrian Governments Have Pre-
vented 30,000 Italians From Leaving The
Two Countries, It Is Reported, and Indigna-
tion Prevails in Italy; Reported That Popu-
lation of Trent, an Austrian Stronghold, Has
Been Reduced To One-Fifth By Italians;
Ambassadors of Hostile States Returning To
Native Lands; Germany Resents Attitude
and Has Withdrawn Ambassader at Rome.

(By the Associated Press.)
Rome. May 23.—Via Paris.—Italy is at war with Austria-Hun-
gary.
With ihe issuance of the general moblization order, the Malian

government issued® a proclamation declaring war on Austria, which
officially will begin tomorrow.

Prior to this, and after a lengthy consultation the Ministers of
War and Marine proclaimed all the provinces bordering. on Austria
and the islands and coast towns of the Adriatic in a state of war which
was equivalent to establishment of martial law, the step usually pre-
ceding the formal declaration.

Although drastic action has been looked for momentarily, ltalians
of all classes have been electrified by the swiftly moving events.

Early this morning great crowds gathered around the Quirnial to
await the ministgrs, who called on the King for the purpose of dis-
Cussing the question and signing the decree.

When Premier Salandra and Signor Sonnino, the Foreign Min-
ister left the palace the people cheered them enthusiastically. General
Zuppeli, Minister of War, and Vice Admiral Viale, Minister of Marine,
remained with the King for a considerable time after the others left
and later they had a conference with Lieut.-General Cadorna, chief
of staff and Vice Admiral Phaon Di Revel, chief of the naval staff.

Strong Forces Along Austro-Italian Front.

When the first blow will be struck cannot be foretold but after
many months of preparation the army, which has been greatly
strengthened, and the navy are ready. Exceedingly strong forces are
in position all along the Austro-ltalian frontier, on the Austrian side
of which feverish preparations have been going on for the last few
days to make the fortifications as strong as possible and to clear the
way for effective artillery action. _

The German Ambassador Prince Von Buelow, and the Austrian
Ambassador Baron Von Macchio, are still in Rome, so far as is known.
They have waited to the last moment in the hope that some way
might be found to prevent a clash at arms. They will be given safe
conduct when they do leave and so far as German and Austrian resi-
cents in Italy are concerned, every effort has been made to see them
safely out of the country.

On the other hand, most alarming reports have been received
{from Italian border towns that Italian residents in the Austrian terri-
tory are experiencing difficulty in returning to Italy, and in many
cases have been placed under arrest. i

According to the Giornale D’ltalia, the problem confronting the
diplomats accredited to the Vatican has been solved satisfactorily.
Austrian and German diplomats ignoring the situation in Italy will
depart, as if they were merely taking their summer vacations before
the regular time. It had been urged by some that the Italian govern-
ment move energetically with respect to the diplomatic represent-
atives and by others that the Vatican resist any effort to force them
to withdraw. But these extreme measures failed, and thus the law
remains untouched.
. From Germany come reports that considerable sentiment is felt
in official quarters there against what is alleged to be the obstinancy
of the Austrian diplomacy responsible for the failure of the negotia-
tions with Maly initiated by Prince Von Buelow, the German Ambas-
;ador. The suggestion had even been made that Austria should be
left alone to fight Italy, but pledges taken by the German General
Staff and by the German Emperor personally with Emperor Francis
Joseph, resulted in the triumph of those advocating Austro-German
solidarity even in a new war against Italy.

About 800,000 Bavarians and Hungarians already have been con-
centrated against Haly, Austria ensuring them commissariat service.

Thought Germany Will Plan Offensive. _

Although Field Marshal Von Conrad Von Hoetzendorf, Chief of

Stafi of the Avustrian army, had prepared for many years for a pos-

kere that the campaign will be co

feeling favorable to peace.

army, the Austrians and Germans
tensive measures against a certain

c flicers and sailors.

Adriatic sea.

Text of Declaration. +
Amsterdani, May 23.— Via ].t:?idu?\.
May 24.—A dispatch from Vienna
says the Italian Ambassador to Aus-
ria, the Duke of .-\\'al‘nil._lhl‘ﬂ afger—
noon presented to Baron Von Burian,
the Austro-Hungarian Foreign I}!mw--
ter, the following declaration of war:
“Vienna, May 2, 1915.
“Conformably with the orders of
His Majesty, the King, his august sov-
ereign, the undersigned Ambassador
of Italy has the honor to deliver to
his Excellency, the Forcign Minister
of Austria-Hungary, the following
communication: ‘

“Deeclaration has heen made, as
from the fourth of this month, to the
Imperial and Royal Government of
the grave motives for wnich ltal_v..'c-nn—
fident in her good right, proclalmedl
annulled and henceforth without «f-
fect, her treaty of alliance with Aus-
tria-Hungary, which was violated by
the Imperial and Royal government
and resumed her liberty of action in
this respect. _ i
““The government of the King firmly
resolved to provide by all means at
its disposal for safeguarding ltalian
rights, and interests, connot fu_ﬂ_m
its duty to take against every oxlstl_ng
and future menace measures which
events impose upon it for the fulfiil-
ment of national aspirations.

*“His Majesty. the King, declares
that he considers himself from tomor-
row in a state of war with Austria-
Hungary.

“The undersigned has the honor to
make kn.wn at the same time to his
excellency the foreign minister that
passports will be placed this very day
at the disposal of the Imperial and
Royal Ambassador at Rome and he
will be obliged to his excellency if he
will kindly have his passports handed
to him.

(Signed)_ *“Avarna.”

Declaration Presented at Vienna.

L.ondon, May 24.—The Italian am-
bassador at Vienna ¢n Sunday after-
noon presented a formal declaration
of war to Baron Von Rajecz, the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Foreign Minister. This
announcement is made in a Vienna
dispatch to Reuter's Telegram Com-
pany sent by way of Amsterdam,.

War Correspondents Not Allowed.

Turin, Italy, via Paris. May 23—
Commander in Chief Cadorna. Pre-
mier Salandra, and Foreign Minister
Sonnino have agreed, savs the Stam-
pa, that war correspondents shall not
be allowed with the Italian army and
that the Italian press bureau shall
operate in the same manner as do
those in France and Great Britain.

30,000 1talians Held.

Rome, via PParis. May 23.-—The re-
port reaching Reme that the German
and Austrian governments have pre-
vented 30,000 Italians from leaving
the territory of those countries has
created a profound impression. The
Giornale D’Italia declines 1o bélieve
the report, mnot only because this
would be opposed to the right of na-
tions, but for the reason that Italy not
only permitted the departure of Aus-
trians and German from Italian soil
but protected these nationals.

From the Austrian side of the fron-
tier news reaches Udine that the Ital-
ian residents are actually being hunted
and that the fate of 600 who left
Triest hoping to reach Italy is un-
kKnown, and that the greatest anxiety
for their safety is felt.

At Rovigno, in Istria, 62 Ttalian citi-
zens have been arrested. These in-
clude the mayor, and the secretary of
the municipality. All Italian citizens
residing near the fortifications of Pola
have been taken into custody by the
police, and at Cormons, on the fron-
tier, 1,000 Italians, for the most part
women and children, have been con.
centrated and prevented from leaving
the territory.

Popukation Reduced One-fifth.

The popular of the town of Trent,
one of Austria’'s strongly fortified
towns, has been reduced opne-fifth
During the last two days the inhabi-
tants have been terrified by the ex-
plosion of mines, with which the mili-
tary authorities wer destroying
houses, bridges, and everything with-
in the fortified zone that might jn-
terfere with future ertillery aections.

The remainder oi the residents of
Trent have been notified to be in read-
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Staff, which will, it is said, plan a strong effensive movene
Italy in the hope of breaking the Italian lines and forcin, .
into Italian territory thereby arousing alarm and strenett.

Should such an attempt fail through the resistance o
are particularly strong and have beeen constructed ever

along the Dalmatian coast which already is protected
floating mines and guarded by a dozen submarines, carriin.
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would then have to r..
invasion. The Austris;

The Austrian fleet is centered at Pola, with onlyv 4 1.,
boats and destroyers at Cattaro and Spalato.
<hips are in the Dalmatian Archipelago on the northeast ¢
Naval men here do not consider it likelv th.
trian fleet will leave Pola unless forced by an Italian attucs
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tain absolute neutrali,
Italian Catholics free
war, according to their .
without engaging the jposy..
the Holy See.

“1t is said the Fope w
formally against the exp. .,
Austrian ambassudor are 11,
ministers accredited 1 t
declaring it is contriry 1.
tees.”
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Annual Merchant Marine A\
. Paris, May 23, Hia-
from Rome savs that the :
cial today published ihe ..
cree:;

“in consideration of 11
the warring powers i
conflict exercise the rig);
and retain in their oo
vessels belonging 1o ihe ¢
are in said ports  at the
hostilities, articles 211 .10 _ .
merchant marine code 14
nulled in the eventu.linn
participation in the wi
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Claims Italy Made Unexcusabide Vo
Against Dual Monaroin
l.ondon, May 24 A bBiein *} }
dispatch received by |
gram Company, by wiy
dam and dated Mayv 23 < .«
“The Italian gover g
caused to be declared 1101
ambassador to the Austio |
government, the Duke . f
Italy considers herselt ;
war with Austria-Hunge: 1
“The Italian governien
excusable attack againe
monarchy, has also hrobe
right or without her oo
liance with Germany
“The loval velationsiig v
formably with the i
Austria-Hungary ana 1 he
Empire, and still maore 1o
by the eomradeship of oros
mained unimpairea by The oo
of the third ally and her v oseo
the enemies camp.  The :
bassador therefore has oo
structions to leave JHonwo
with the Austro-lungar
dor.”
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QUIET AT W ASHING

Italian and Australian b aibo---
Not Been Notificd at oo B
Washington, ). . Mo

Ld late hour tonight

Austrian embassies hers

State Department. were woid
cial notification of lialy «

of war on Austria bt ol
the preparation of a4 e
iamation to be issued o
Wilson probably tomorrew b
bassador Thomas Nelson oo,
the American governines !
action.

The United Stales e
accordance with Feq uesis
nearly a month ago, will 1ok
custody of Italian dipicmany
sular interests in Austri.
trian interests in Italy
the care of prisoners &1«

| conduect of econsuls and i

officers and the protectior «f «
archives.

M is taken for granted irooop !
quarters here that as a res
declaration of war agan =i
Germany and Turkey. as ifo
of that country will announes
of war with Italy. Switzes o
look after German interests
while the United States is &>
to take charge of Italian interes’
Berlin and Constantinople

One subject on which infois
is awaited is the attitude of 1.
ward the naval operations of "
lies, whether Italy will subscriie
the order in council, making in -
ble all commercial intercourse
Germany and Austria through
Mediterranean and whether the
rigid rules as to contraband =
enforced by the Jtalian fleets
the Austrian fleet.

Cutting Commerce May Prove Serne
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quarters pere, soon will pe Gero
felt by the central powers 17"
trance of Ro ja, shutting ¢

wh 1 fr Soutk ;
whnea ) 4 Southeasterr |
rop mﬂ.l}éegg yother imp:''.

factor, Thefe Jon® has been ar -
daﬁga.ndmg etweén Jtaly anc Jo ¢

iccording to offficial intul
tioh bhere, to &nter the war i -
y %e sime time Whe T

2 3 Ou-ﬂ' to regain fternd
‘L?écnﬁﬁned on

-

go Eleven)

* & L]



